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workers, and for part-time employees and those formerly on public assist-
ance. They provide 67 percent of working Americans with their first job
and their initial on-the-job training in basic work skills.

My Administration is deeply committed to creating an environment in
which small businesses can thrive. Through programs administered by the
Small Business Administration (SBA)—such as the business loan guarantee
program, the economic development loan program, the microloan program,
the small business investment company program, and the disaster loan and
surety bond programs—we have given small business owners access to fi-
nancial assistance. Last year alone, the SBA guaranteed almost $11 billion
in loans to small businesses, provided technical and management assist-
ance to almost a million people, and helped entrepreneurs compete for
more than $33 billion in Federal contracts. Through tax relief and regu-
latory streamlining and by opening overseas markets and providing export
assistance, we are helping America’s small businesses compete successfully
in the global marketplace.

The men and women who own and manage America’s small businesses
have made enormous contributions to the technological innovations, job
growth, and prosperity we enjoy today. But those contributions cannot be
measured in dollars and cents alone; entrepreneurs give back to their com-
munities in myriad ways, making them better places in which to live and
work. During Small Business Week, we have a special opportunity—and
obligation—to acknowledge the achievements of small business men and
women and to express our appreciation for the vision, energy, and effort
they bring to their enterprises.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 23 through
May 29, 1999, as Small Business Week. I call upon Government officials
and all the people of the United States to observe this week with appro-
priate ceremonies, activities, and programs that celebrate the achievements
of small business owners and encourage the development of new enter-
prises.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7201 of May 26, 1999

Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
The challenges to our Nation’s peace and freedom are as old as American
history and as new as today’s headlines. They have taken many forms
through the years, from the bitter discord of civil war at home to the ag-
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gression of tyrants abroad. But the price of peace and freedom has always
remained the same: the service and sacrifice of our young men and women
in uniform.

Looking back across the decades, we marvel at the valor and determination
of these gallant Americans who, in each generation, have stepped forward
to preserve our freedom, defend our democracy, uphold our ideals, and
protect our interests. The battles in which they fought and died—Brandy-
wine, Gettysburg, San Juan Hill, Belleau Wood, Coral Sea, Inchon, Khe
Sahn—are a testament to uncommon courage and indomitable spirit. Those
who survived were forever changed. Those who died stay forever young in
their loved ones’ memories. Their final thoughts most likely were of home
and family; their final actions purchased the freedom we enjoy today.

Now, on Memorial Day, our thoughts turn to them. We remember with pro-
found gratitude those who took to the seas and skies in moments of peril
for our Nation. We remember those who marched through mud or rice
paddies, snow or sand, because they knew, as President Eisenhower re-
minded us, that ‘‘a soldier’s pack is not so heavy a burden as a prisoner’s
chains’’ and that true peace is won only by those willing to die for it. We
remember those in the Normandy American Cemetery overlooking Omaha
Beach who, 55 years ago, relit the torch of freedom in a war-weary Europe.
We remember those whose final resting place is unknown, but whose sac-
rifice is known to us all. The passing of time and the blessings of peace
and prosperity can never make us forget what these brave Americans en-
dured and what they lost so that right would triumph, freedom would sur-
vive, and our Nation would prevail.

In honor of all the courageous men and women who gave their lives in de-
fense of our Nation and our fundamental ideals, I ask that every American
say a prayer for lasting peace on this Memorial Day. I ask that every Amer-
ican remember our heroic war dead in some special way, whether by plac-
ing flowers on a veteran’s grave, lighting a candle, observing a moment of
silence, or saying a prayer of thanks. While we can never fully repay our
debt to America’s fallen warriors, we can remember their service and honor
their sacrifice.

In respect and recognition of the courageous men and women to whom we
pay tribute, the Congress, by joint resolution approved on May 11, 1950 (64
Stat. 158), has requested the President to issue a proclamation calling upon
the people of the United States to observe each Memorial Day as a day of
prayer for permanent peace and designating a period on that day when the
American people might unite in prayer.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 31, 1999, as a
day of prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning at
3:00 p.m. EDT of that day as a time to join in prayer. I urge the press,
radio, television, and all other information media to take part in this ob-
servance.

I also request the Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units of government, to
direct that the flag be flown at half-staff until noon on this Memorial Day
on all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout the United States
and in all areas under its jurisdiction and control, and I request the people
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of the United States to display the flag at half-staff from their homes for
the customary forenoon period.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7202 of May 28, 1999

To Eliminate Circumvention of the Quantitative Limitations
Applicable to Imports of Wheat Gluten

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
1. On March 18, 1998, the United States International Trade Commission
(USITC) transmitted to the President a unanimous affirmative determina-
tion in its investigation under section 202 of the Trade Act of 1974, as
amended (the Trade Act) (19 U.S.C. 2252), with respect to imports of wheat
gluten provided for in subheadings 1109.00.10 and 1109.00.90 of the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS). Under section 202 of
the Trade Act, the USITC determined that such wheat gluten is being im-
ported into the United States in such increased quantities as to be a sub-
stantial cause of serious injury to the domestic industry producing a like
or directly competitive article. Further, pursuant to section 311(a) of the
North American Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act (NAFTA Im-
plementation Act) (19 U.S.C. 3371(a)), the USITC made negative findings
with respect to imports of wheat gluten from Canada and Mexico. Pursuant
to section 202(e) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2253(e)), the USITC also trans-
mitted to the President its recommendation on the action that would ad-
dress the serious injury to the domestic industry and be most effective in
facilitating the efforts of the domestic industry to make a positive adjust-
ment to import competition.

2. On May 30, 1998, I issued Proclamation 7103, which implemented ac-
tion of a type described in section 203(a)(3) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C.
2253(a)(3)). Pursuant to section 203 of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2253), and
taking into account the considerations specified in section 203(a)(2) of the
Trade Act, I determined to establish quantitative limitations on imports of
wheat gluten, provided for in HTS subheadings 1109.00.10 and 1109.00.90,
imposed for a period of 3 years plus 1 day, with annual increases in such
quota limits of 6 percent in the second year and in the third year. These
limitations were to apply to imports from all countries, and the quota quan-
tity was to be allocated among such countries, except for products of Can-
ada, Mexico, Israel, beneficiary countries under the Caribbean Basin Eco-
nomic Recovery Act and the Andean Trade Preference Act, and other de-
veloping countries that accounted for a minor share of wheat gluten im-
ports that I determined to exclude from any restriction. Pursuant to section
203(a)(1)(A) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2253(a)(1)(A)), I further determined
that these actions would facilitate efforts by the domestic industry to make


